
  

  

A Message From Prosecutor Walsh 

Fighting For Victims—We Can Help 
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April is a special time of year. Spring 
starts to break the icy grasp of 
winter. There are also 
several organizations 
and groups which I 
support that conduct 
awareness campaigns 
this month. April is 
Autism Awareness 
Month as well as Sexual 
Assault Awareness 
Month. 

The second week of 
April is very important 
to me. April 8-14 is National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week. For nearly my 
entire professional career, I have 
fought for the rights of crime victims. 
That’s why the second week of April 
is so important to me. It provides me 
an opportunity to highlight all of the 
work my office does to help victims 
of crime. 

This is  also the 
second year in a 
row my office is 
conducting a 
public awareness 
campaign for 
victims of crime. 

“We Can Help” 
began last year 
with bus ads and 

billboards throughout Summit 
County. The ads, which are once 

again showing up on Akron 
area buses, provide 
information for people if 
they are a crime victim or if 
they know someone who is 
a victim of crime. The ads 
are in four different 
languages - English, Spanish, 
Arabic, and Nepalese. We 
are also designing posters 
and handing out umbrellas 
and drawstring bags with 

the same message—all thanks to a 
grant from the Victims of Crime Act, 
administered by the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office. 

The various signs have phone 
numbers of local agencies which 
assist crime victims—the Rape Crisis 
Center of Medina & Summit 
Counties, Summit County Victim 
Assistance Program, the Battered 

Women’s Shelter of 
Summit & Medina 
Counties, as well as 
my office. 

The message is key—
that we can help if 
you are a victim of a 
crime.  Many times, 
people just don’t 
know what to do if 

they or someone they know is a 
victim of crime. 

It is also vitally important that the 
messages are in different languages.  

People who do not speak or read 
English can feel isolated and 
overwhelmed. That  feeling is then 
compounded if they become a victim 
of crime. My goal is to help make the 
justice system easier to navigate for 
everyone. 

So keep an eye out for the signs—
and as always, be safe. 

 

co.summit.oh.us/prosecutor 
facebook.com/SummitCountyProsecutorOffice  

facebook.com/SummitCountyProsecutorAveryII 

Follow us on Twitter 
@ProsecutorWalsh 
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As spring begins to 

bloom across Northeast 

Ohio, the Summit County 

Prosecutor’s Office is 

planting the seeds of 

safety throughout our 

community. 

We also take pride in 

assisting other Summit 

County agencies and celebrating their accomplishments. 

Members of the Prosecutor’s Office attended the Summit 

County Victim Assistance Program’s 26th Annual Mardi 

Gras event. 

For over 45 years, the Summit County Victim Assistance 

Program has helped thousands of people navigate through 

the aftermath of becoming a victim. 

Members of the Summit county Prosecutor’s Office were 
also in the 
community 
helping teach 
people how to 
stay safe. 

Our monthly 
FREE Women’s 
Self-Defense 
classes took us 
to Akron’s 
Buchtel Community Learning 
Center. 

Those who attended learned 
techniques to be more aware 
of their surroundings plus 
basic self-defense moves to 
help escape an attacker. 

If you would like to have our 
FREE Women’s Self-Defense 
class in your community, 
contact Jennifer Watson at jennifer.watson2@jfs.ohio.gov. 

 

 

The Summit County Prosecutor’s Office was also pleased 
to team up with the Akron Police Department for a recent 
safety event for local seniors. 

Assistant Prosecutor John Galonski spoke with seniors at  
Firestone Park Community Center and provided tips on 
how to stay safe. He also provided information about our 
Take Me Home 
Program. 

Take Me Home is 
a secure database 
used by local law 
enforcement to 
help reconnect 
people who have 
a difficult time communicating with their caretakers.  

We also take a lot of pride in helping the less fortunate in 
our community. 

Summit County Prosecutor’s Office employees helped 
prepare and serve food  at Open M Ministries. Open M’s 
mission is to break the cycle of poverty and improve the 
health of our community. 

We also like to share the positive work we do in our 
community with other people across the country. 

Prosecutor Walsh 
just returned from 
presenting at the 
National District 
Attorneys 
Association annual 
spring meeting. 
Members learned 
about our FREE 
Women's Self-
Defense classes, our safety speeches, Take Me Home, our 
safety calendars, and of course, Avery! 
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In The Community 
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Help Us Go Green! 

Contact Melanie Hart at hart@prosecutor.summitoh.net to receive this newsletter by e-mail 

GUILTY VERDICTS             
March 2018 

Congratulations to the following assistant 
prosecutors for obtaining convictions at trial. 

 

Great Job Prosecutors!!!! 

 

Anyone know when the weather will get 

warmer? I want to go play in the park. 

In the meantime 

I’ll do my best to 

help humans who 

have had bad 

things happen to 

them. Recently I 

sat with two 

people right 

before they told 

their story in 

court. 

I also get to bring a special treat to court to 

help celebrate humans 

who graduate from a 

special program. 

I bring a mug full of candy 

to veterans who complete 

Valor Court. Valor Court 

provides veterans access 

to programs, treatment, 

and interaction with 

mentors to help them if 

they get in trouble. 

Thank you to all veterans who sacrificed so 

much to help keep us safe. 

And I love meeting new 

people. Recently, I got 

to hang out with some 

new friends at the Rape 

Crisis Center. 

They were handing out 

information at the 

University of Akron. 

Follow Avery II on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/

SummitCountyProsecutorAveryII 
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Keeping The Community Safe AVERY’S CORNER 

Jon Baumoel 

Seema Misra 

Zachary Neumann 

 GREAT JOB PROSECUTORS! 

Tough Prosecutions 
These defendants will be locked up for a lengthy period 
of time thanks to our dedicated Assistant Prosecutors: 

Anthony Long, 39 
 Rape 
 LIFE IN PRISON 
 
Davon Irvine, 24 
 Aggravated Robbery 
 Aggravated Burglary 
 26 YEARS IN 

PRISON 

Ed Piechowiak, 66 
 Aggravated Murder 
 LIFE IN PRISON 
 
Donald Watson, 47 
 Attempted Murder 
 Felonious Assault 
 20 YEARS IN 

PRISON 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0LEVjLXDNVUwXcAR_8nnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTB0N25ndmVnBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkA1lIUzAwNF8x?p=dog+paw+print&back=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3Fp%3Ddog%2Bpaw%2Bprint%26ei%3DUTF-8%26hsimp%3Dyhs-
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0LEVjLXDNVUwXcAR_8nnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTB0N25ndmVnBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkA1lIUzAwNF8x?p=dog+paw+print&back=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3Fp%3Ddog%2Bpaw%2Bprint%26ei%3DUTF-8%26hsimp%3Dyhs-
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0LEVjLXDNVUwXcAR_8nnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTB0N25ndmVnBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkA1lIUzAwNF8x?p=dog+paw+print&back=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3Fp%3Ddog%2Bpaw%2Bprint%26ei%3DUTF-8%26hsimp%3Dyhs-
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The mission of the Summit County Prosecutor’s Office is 
to help keep Summit County safe. As part of that mission, 
Prosecutor Walsh and Chief Investigator Ben Bergeron 
took part in intensive, two-day training to become 
certified ALICE active 
shooter instructors. 

Training included 16 
hours of on-site 
instruction plus an 
hour of online testing. 
Prosecutor Walsh and 
Chief Investigator 
Bergeron also took 
part in simulated live shooter scenarios, including finding 
ways to distract and subdue the shooter. 

As certified ALICE instructors, Prosecutor Walsh and 
Investigator Bergeron can train organizations and 
businesses to become better prepared and increase their 
chances of survival if they encounter a violent intruder.  

ALICE Certified! 

Congratulations Deputy Dobbins! 

FREE Self-Defense Class 

Get ready to stay safe! Our next FREE Women’s Self-Defense 

class is almost here. 

Join us at Hyre 

Community Learning 

Center on Wedgewood 

Drive in Akron on 

Thursday April 26th, 

from 6pm to 8pm for 

potentially life-saving 

techniques. 

We provide common 

sense tips to help 

people become more 

aware plus simple self-

defense techniques in 

case a person is attacked. Hope to see you there! 

Top Cop 
Summit County Sheriff’s Deputy Wes Dobbins 

Nominated by Take Me Home Coordinator Leslie Knoblauch 
The Summit County Prosecutor’s Office is very proud to 
work with local law enforcement to help make the 
community safer. 

We also work hard to try to prevent 
people from becoming victims. 
That’s why we started the Take Me 
Home Program—and that’s why I 
nominated Summit County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Wes Dobbins. 

Take Me Home is a secure database where we collect the 
names, descriptions, and images of Summit County citizens 
who have a difficult time communicating and may have a 
tendency to wander—such as people with Autism, Down 
syndrome, Alzheimer’s Disease, and other developmental 
or cognitive disabilities. If a law enforcement officer comes 
upon someone who seems out of place and can’t 
communicate, they can check the database and hopefully 
reunite the person with their family or caregiver. 

April is Autism Awareness Month. It is a perfect time to 
remind people about the Take Me Home Program. Deputy 

Dobbins plays a key role in updating our database as well 
as spreading the word about the program. 

Recently, Deputy Dobbins researched about 40 individuals 
in the Nordonia Hills City 
School District who should be 
in the Take Me Home program. 

Deputy Dobbins is currently 
getting information on these 
individuals to enter in the 
database. Officer Dobbins is 

dedicated to these people and our Take Me Home 
program! 

As this month’s TOP COP, Deputy Dobbins receives a gift 
card to Akron Family Restaurant. Thank you Akron Family 
Restaurant for your support of local law enforcement. 

If you would like more information about our Take Me 
Home Program, contact Leslie Knoblauch at 
knoblauch@prosecutor.summitoh.net. 

mailto:knoblauch@prosecutor.summitoh.net
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Office of Summit County Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh 
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 Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

Why I’m a Prosecutor 

Katie Tomko 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Did you know over seven million children in the United States are referred to 
their local child protective services agency? A report of child 
abuse is made every 10 seconds. 

It may be difficult to tell if a child is being abused or neglected. 
Abusers oftentimes convince and manipulate a child to be silent 
about their abuse. 

You can help stop the abuse of these innocent children. If you 
think a child may be abused or neglected, monitor the situation 
as closely as you can and contact authorities. In Summit County, call 330.434.KIDS (5437) to report abuse or neglect. 
Together we can stop child abuse. 

The Summit County Prosecutor’s Office has a new 
campaign to help inform the public about what it’s like to 
be a prosecutor. Each month, an 
assistant prosecutor in our criminal 
division will explain why they chose to 
be a prosecutor. 

This month, Assistant Prosecutor Katie 
Tomko discusses her reasons why she 
is a prosecutor. 
 

 WHY DID YOU BECOME 

A PROSECUTOR? 

When I was 15 my sister was killed while running and that 
was something that really motivated me to want to fight 
for other people and fight for other victims of crime. 

At the sentencing hearing for the guy responsible for my 
sister’s death, I remember meeting with Prosecutor Walsh 
and she told me about why she became a prosecutor and 
that was something that had an impact on me and it gave 
me a sense of hope that out of a really terrible situation 
something good could come from fighting for other 
victims. 

 WHAT’S THE BEST PART OF BEING A 

PROSECUTOR? 
The best part of being a prosecutor is 
getting to fight for people who can’t fight 
for themselves. I’m in the Child Protection 
Unit and I get to fight for kids who are 
witnesses or victims of crime; getting to 
fight for those children and then getting to 
see them get into a home where they can 
be safe. 
 

 WHAT’S THE MOST DIFFICULT 

PART OF BEING A PROSECUTOR? 
Whenever we encounter opposing counsel who make this 
a game and it’s about winning. That’s something that I 
think is really sad and unfortunate because we’re dealing 
with people’s lives and what we do in court has an impact 
on people and that’s what it should be about. It should be 

about others and not us as attorneys. 

Katie’s full “Why I’m a Prosecutor” video is on our website 
and Facebook page. 
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