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Akron Murderer Sentenced to Life In Prison 
 
AKRON, Ohio (Tuesday, January 12, 2016) – Summit County Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh announced 
today that Summit County Common Pleas Court Judge Amy Corrigall-Jones sentenced Brock Tipping, 32, 
of Sanford Avenue in Akron, to Life in Prison. Tipping is eligible for parole after serving 18 years of his 
sentence. 
 
On November 23, 2015, Tipping pled guilty to the following charges: 
 

 Murder – a special felony 

 Rape – a felony of the first degree 
 
On November 15, 2014, crews responded to reports of a fire at a home on East Emerling Avenue in 
Akron. When firefighters arrived, they found the victim, 33-year-old Crystal Palm, dead. After quickly 
extinguishing the fire, crews determined Palm had been stabbed to death. The Summit County Medical 
Examiner found Palm had been stabbed eight times around the head and neck. 
 
While investigating the murder, authorities tested DNA found at the scene. That led investigators to 
connect Tipping to a rape which occurred about one month earlier, on October 19, 2014. 
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