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Ohio Parole Board Recommends Ronald Phillips be Denied Clemency 
Final Decision Rests with Ohio’s Governor 

 
AKRON, Ohio (Friday, December 09, 2016) – Summit County Prosecutor Sherri Bevan Walsh announced 
today that the Ohio Parole Board voted to recommend convicted murderer Ronald Phillips be denied 
clemency. Phillips’ clemency request and the Board’s recommendation now go to Ohio Governor John 
Kasich, who makes the final decision to grant or deny clemency. 
 
In 1993, a Summit County jury found Phillips, then 19, guilty of Aggravated Murder, Felonious Sexual 
Penetration and three counts of Rape. In January of that year, Phillips brutally assaulted and raped 
three-year-old Sheila Marie Evans. Evans died as result. Among her injuries were severe trauma to her 
internal organs and more than 125 bruises to her face, torso, arms, legs and genitalia. 
 
“Phillips brutally beat and assaulted Sheila Marie over several hours. She suffered for days before dying 
from her injuries. Phillips deserves the ultimate punishment for what he did,” said Prosecutor Walsh. 
“This is the third time the Ohio Parole Board has denied Phillips clemency. My hope is that Governor 
Kasich follows the Parole Board’s recommendation and denies Phillips clemency and gives peace to 
Sheila’s family.” 
 
In its recommendation against clemency, the Board cited several reasons, and again called the repeated 
beating and rape of Sheila Marie Evans “clearly among the worst of the worst capital crimes.”  
 
Phillip’s execution is scheduled for January 12, 2017. 
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